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18 SEP 1962

Mr., W, A, Rommel
Assistant Director for
lLegislative Beference
Bureau of the Pudget
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Rommel

‘This is in response to your letter of 1l Septernber 1763
reguesting this Agency's views on prososed amendments to 5. 920,
a bill to amend the Communications Act of 1334, as amended,

The amendment tentatively agreed upon by represontativas of
the Departments of State, Justice and Defense and the Fureau of the
Pudget and the Federal Communications Commission, provides that,
on reguest, appropriate sgencies of the Government shell forthwith
faraish to the FCC such infermation in their possession as will permit
the FCC to make a determinstion with respect to national security in
issulng suthorizstions to alien amateur radio operstore,

Before commenting on thie amendment, 1 should like to call
attention to my sarlier lstter of 2 August 1763 to you on this bill, In
that letter I referred to our agreement with the sosition exprensed by
the Department of Justice on this legislation that security aspects are
s factor of major and continuing imsortance. 1 alas indicated that it
bas besn our experience that radio communication is » vital factor in
esslonage apsrations, [ assume that those agenciss within whose jurie-
diction rests the responsibility of maintaining the internsl security of the
United States have fully considered the internal security assects of this
legislation,
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The FCC letter regarding this amendment sets forth the
Commission's understanding that upon recelt of 2 request for authoriza-
tion of an operstion by an alien amateur, the FCC would ask the Central
Intelligence Agency and the Departments of Defense, Justice and State
to supply it with say information in their possession which besrs on the
particular request, together with any recomamendation they may care to
make., With the establishment of appropriste safe guards, this Agency
would have no objection to the proposed amendment, In fact, it is our
fealing that if S, 320 is to be enacted, the bill would be strengthened ky
the addition of this amendment.

The Director of Central Intelligence has a statutory responsibility
for the protection of intelligence sources snd methods., Conséquently,
it must be understood that information fursished to the FCL pursaant
to this bill would be provided with the understanding that it would be
used omly by security-cleared FCC personnel on s nesd-to-lnow basis
and would not be disclosed to the applicant or his representative or
released to individusls outside the FCC,

Our only other comment relates to the use of the word "forthwith”
in the sscond proviso of the proposed emendment, We belleve the
inclusion of this wozd is unnecessary and recommend that it be deleted.

Sincerely,
SIGNED

Jehn 5, Warner
Legislative Counsel
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